LITTLE FISH
BIG IMPACT
Support The Forage Fish Conservation Act

Forage fish are ocean ecosystems’ secret weapon: These
small fish play a vital role in maintaining healthy marine
ecosystems as a primary food source for some of our
ocean’s most iconic species, including tuna, black sea
bass, cod, and salmon, along with seabirds and marine
mammals, among many other species. But forage fish
populations are in drastic decline.

Why Are Forage Fish at Risk?
Forage fish – commonly called baitfish - are small, schooling species (such as sardines, anchovies, shad, and river
herring) that feed on plankton and serve as an important dietary component for larger fish and other marine
wildlife. As forage fish are being harvested at increasing amounts for use in skincare and agricultural products
worldwide, our U.S. management of these species must adjust to ensure that sufficient forage fish remain in our
oceans to support the broader food web. Many forage fish species don’t have science-based catch-limits in
place to help keep the population healthy. Without these catch limits, there will eventually be ripple effects
throughout the whole marine food web, including for our favorite fish on our dinner plates.

The Path Towards Protection
Congress has the ability to require fishery managers to
put in place stronger safeguards for our forage fish
populations, keeping stable not only those forage
populations, but those of tuna, salmon, cod, and other
commercially and recreationally-important seafood.
Step 1 in stabilizing these species is passing the
Forage Fish Conservation Act

A Robust Solution

Photo Credit: The Pew Charitable Trusts. Forage fish are
critical to healthy marine ecosystems and to fishing,
seafood, and tourism businesses, making it important that
the management of these species accounts for their
unique ecological role, and value, in our ocean

Economic Benefits
From fishing guides to tackle manufacturers, birders to
boaters, healthy forage fish populations can make
positive waves throughout the outdoor economy. Today,
the outdoor economy contributes $887 billion to our
national economy annually, creates 7.6 million direct
jobs, and generates $124.5 billion in federal, state, and
local tax revenue.

Contact Us
For more information please contact:
Michael Happ, Legislative Coordinator, National
Wildlife Federation, happm@nwf.org, (202) 797-6609
Jun-19

The Forage Fish Conservation Act (H.R. 2236) amends
the Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA) to make a handful
of important policy changes:
1. Provides a national, science-based definition for
forage fish
2. Specifies that fishery managers consider forage
fish when establishing research priorities
3. Accounts for the needs of predators when setting
catch limits in existing fishery management plans
4. Prohibits authorization of new forage fisheries
pending a scientific assessment of potential
impacts on other fisheries and the marine
ecosystem
5. Requires science-based conservation and
management of river herring and shad along the
Atlantic Coast
6. Preserves state management of forage fish
fisheries that occur within their jurisdiction

